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Listen up! You've all heard about the great men who led and fought during the American Revolution;

but did you know that the guys only make up part of the story? What about the women? The girls?

The dames? Didn't they play a part?   Of course they did, and with page after page of superbly

researched information and thoughtfully detailed illustrations, acclaimed novelist and picture-book

author Laurie Halse Anderson and charismatic illustrator Matt Faulkner prove the case in this

entertaining, informative, and long overdue homage to those independent dames!
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First of all, on the very first spread there's a little glossary of `Who's Who' which I think will be

extremely helpful for youngsters (heck, even for adults!). Some terms include: Militia, Patriots,

Loyalists and Parliament. A timeline follows which goes throughout the rest of the book. I love the

continuity of facts in the timeline which can be read at the same time as the "fun" part of the book, or

separately. It really depends on the reader and how much they want to know! I read them at the

same time, which was interesting, but I think that the intended audience of this one might enjoy the

illustrated text first, then go back and read the timeline (or vice versa) as you lose a bit of the

continuity of the story going back and forth.Most people probably think women didn't help all that



much during the Revolution, or do things other than sew and nurse. They'd probably be quite

surprised to know that there were women who dressed as men to become soldiers and that many

were spies! They also took over family farms or even became blacksmiths if their husbands had

died!Generally speaking, I like the illustrations, but there's something about them that just bothers

me a little bit. While I think they're fun and probably attractive to children, the added dialogue boxes

don't always work for me, nor do the faces of the women. They aren't caricatures by any means, but

that's what they remind me of. Granted, finding out what some of these women looked like may

have proved difficult, but I think because of the seriousness of their contributions they could have

been treated a little more respectfully.
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